Crab-oil is obtained from the nuts of a tree named by botanists Hylo carpus carapa, and also Carapa Guianensis. The tree grows abundant! in the forests of British Guiana ; the oil is prepared by the Indians, whi bring it to George Town for sale. The oil is obtained from the kernels b boiling them for some time, and then placing them in heaps and leavini them for some days ; they are then skinned, and afterwards triturated ii wooden mortars until reduced to a paste, which is spread on inclined board and exposed to the su n ; the oil is thus melted out, and trickles int( receiving-vessels.
I. *259 grm. gave '7115 C 0 2 and 295 H 20 = *194 C and *0327 II.
II. *1731 grm. gave'4748 C 0 2 and *195 H aO = * 1295 C and *02108 11. Preparation o f the JEther.-Dry hydrochloric acid gas was passed to saturation through a warm solution of the acid in absolute alcohol; the solution was then diluted with water, which caused the ether to separate as a yellowish oil, which, as it became cold, assumed the appearance of a waxy b o d y ; it was boiled with water, and afterwards agitated with a hot dilute solution of sodic carbonate; it was again dissolved in alcohol, and precipitated from this solution by water ; it was then collected and dried; its analysis yielded the following results :-I. *2197 grm. gave -6112 grm. of C 0 2 and *25 grm. II2 0 = -1667 C and •0278 II.
II. *204 grm. gave '567 grm. of C 0 2 and *233 grm. of H a 0=*15464 C and *02589 H .
Percentage compositeo n :- I did not consider it necessary to make a carbon and hydrogen deteimi 870.] iatlon of the baric salt, or to examine any other salts of the acid, as the nalysis of the acid, the silver-salt, and the ether, along with the determinaion'of the baryta in the baric salt, I considered sufficiently indicated that lie acid under examination was palmitic acid, although I could never btain, even after fractional precipitation, a higher melting-point for the icid than 5 7° C.
The difference in the melting-points of the acid mass before it was reated with alcohol, and the melting-point of the palmitic acid, indicated hat at least one other acid was present, hut in very minute quantity.
I attempted to determine the nature of the acid of lower melting-point ,y exposing the residues obtained from the first three crystallizations of he hard acid to cold in a bath of sodic sulphate and hydrochloric acid, all he hard acid which crystallized out being rejected; the portion which re named fluid was saponified with potassic carbonate, and the solution of the jotash soap was subjected to fractional precipitation by means of plumbic icetate ; the second and smaller precipitate was collected and washed, and reated for some time at a moderate temperature with dilute sulphuric icid; this caused the separation of a reddish oily-looking liquid which vas collected and dissolved in boiling alcohol; it was afterwards saponified vitli potassic carbonate, and the silver-salt prepared from that salt. I inly obtained sufficient of the silver-salt from about 2 lbs. of oil to make one determination of the silver and one of the carbon and hydiogen, and from these determinations I did not obtain concordant results, and want of material compelled me to relinquish the f urther examination of the acid. 
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